
The 2008 ARA International Awards
Market in Las Vegas certainly lived
up to its billing of “Bigger! Better!
Bolder!” this year. The annual event,
the largest of its kind in our industry,
featured everything you need to
enhance and grow your business.

The 2008 show was “Bigger!” with
more vendors and booths. Johnson
Plastics was there in force with six
booths and eleven employees,
eager to show our new products to
the hundreds of retailers who
stopped by our booth. Everyone seemed excited about the many new
items we displayed for sublimation and engraving.

The show offered “Better!” networking opportunities for all who attended.
ARA’s first ever Show Floor
Networking Reception, hosted
by ARA president Ed Hunt, was a
great success! ARA also had a
very popular car giveaway,
sponsored in part by Johnson
Plastics. Congratulations to the
winner, ARA member Martha
Owens of Johnny O’s in
Aberdeen, North Carolina. JP
was also pleased to once again
sponsor our ever-popular free

ice cream one day during the show.

Finally, the ARA show was “Bolder!” with more education and seminars than
ever, some in Spanish. The entire show was topped off on Thursday
evening with an Awards Gala featuring fun, fellowship, dinner, music, and
dancing. The gala also included the presentation of the coveted
ARA Obelisk awards presented to the best retailers and suppliers in various
categories. JP was honored to be nominated for “Supplier of the Year”
again this year.

As always, the show was a great success; one we look forward to and plan
for each year.
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See You At The Shows!
Apr. 10 – 12: A & E

Charlotte Conv. Center
Charlotte, NC

May 8 - 10: A & E
Ft/ Worth Conv. Center
Ft. Worth, TX

June 19 - 21: A & E
Baltimore Conv. Center
Baltimore, MD

Sublimation Workshops
We continue to sponsor

Project Sublimation Workshops
and Sublimation Open Houses

around the country. Please
check the schedule below

for a date and location that is
convenient for you.

Apr. 3 - 4: Sublimation Open House
Johnson Plastics Office
Algonquin, IL

Apr. 18 - 19: Project Sublimation
Embassy Suites on the Plaza
Kansas City, MO

May 1 - 2: Sublimation Open House
Johnson Plastics Office
Winston-Salem, NC

May 15 - 16: Sublimation Open House
Johnson Plastics Office
Columbus, OH

May 29 - 30: Sublimation Open House
Johnson Plastics Office
Dallas, TX

Need some more options? The
calendar for the entire year is pos-
ted at: www.johnsonplastics.com

2008 ARA in Las Vegas Is
Bigger! Better! Bolder!

Our products showcase highlighted our
new key chain line, wood home decor

items and the new PlaqueMates.

Martha Owens of Johnny O’s in Aberdeen, North
Carolina, was the lucky winner of this 2008 Ford Mustang.
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Several suppliers have advised us that they have held the line on prices
as long as they can. Due to the current economic conditions, prices will
increase on the following items on May 1. Those of you who use these
products in large quantities may want to stock up now, before the
increases go into effect.

Supermetal Aluminum for Sublimation
The price of the Supermetal line of aluminum for sublimation will go
from $4.90 to $5.25 per sheet on May 1. This includes Brushed Silver,
Gold and Copper, as well as Bright Gold and Silver. Among the very
best Gold and Silver aluminum for sublimation on the market today,
Supermetal comes in 12” x 24” x .020” thick sheets

Norplex Phenolic, Aluminum and Brass
The price of Norplex Phenolic and most of our aluminums and brass
will also increase on May 1. Prices are expected to go up 4 to 6 percent.

Economy Badge Accessories
May 1 price increases have also been announced for two economical
nickel plated pinbacks. Part No. F20 (with vinyl back) will increase an
average of 12 percent; Part No. F21 (with adhesive back) will go up an
average of 23 percent.

For more specific information about the price increases for any of these
products, please call Customer Service.

We will continue to make every effort to keep you advised of addition-
al increases as we hear of them, so you can stock up before they go into
effect.

Making the most of an
economic slowdown...

From
The Desk
Of
Tom
Johnson

Remember the last couple of years
when you were very busy? The
economy was strong; customers kept
ordering. You were working longer
and harder than you wanted, but
you were enjoying the added sales
and profit. Maybe you reflected on
quieter times that would allow you
to plan for the future.

As we all know, the economy is slow-
ing down. The economists finally
are acknowledging we are in a
recession. I’ve lived through sever-
al recessions and have learned that
recessions are a good time to pre-
pare for the next growth spurt:
• Check out new equipment

and technologies,
• Look into buying out a

competitor,
• Provide additional training

for your employees,
• Spruce up your displays and

bring in new products.

None of us likes to see business slow
down. When it does, use your time
and resources wisely to prepare for
the next economic cycle. It’ll pay
off in the long run.

Fabrication Department Gets a New Look

Prices Going Up May 1 - Beat the increase
STOCK UP NOW!

Our Fabrication Department recently received a new look, necessitated by
the purchase of a new 120 watt laser. This department, which keeps seven
employees busy more than 8 hours every day cutting and fabricating your
special orders, was due for a make-over.

We gutted the department, replaced the ceiling, walls and floors, and
reworked the shelving. With perfect timing on the vendors’ part, and lots of
hard work by many on our staff, the department was down for only two days.

Our new surroundings are a picture of organization, clean and bright with
new additional lighting. The new laser will share a
room with its older baby sister. The engraving
machines have a place to call their own. Hot stamping
is in a room by itself, as are beveling and saw cutting.

Thanks to everyone for your patience during the remod-
eling process. We’re now ready to serve you even better!

Two New Catalogs for 2008
Our two new catalogs for 2008 are printed and in our
customers’ hands. This year we published an
Engraving Product Catalog and a Sublimation
Product Catalog. All customers should have received
copies of the appropriate catalogs. Customers who

do both engraving and
sublimation, should have
received both. If you didn’t
receive your copies, or you
need extra, please ask our
Customer Service Department
to include one in your next
order. Or call and ask to have
one sent to you.
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Retirement

Wedding Bells

ARA in Las Vegas was a
worldly event this year as
many International cus-
tomers visited our booth.
Dave Johnson, JP Director of
Operations who handles all
our International orders, was
excited to introduce us to his
customers. We were delight-
ed to greet representatives
from Lebanon, Panama,
Dominican Republic, Chile,
Japan, Uganda, Indonesia,
Spain, Canada and Mexico.

Congratulations to Sheryl Mitchell
who recently celebrated 15 years
with JP. She started in the
Accounting Department, moved to
Customer Service and is now man-
ager of that department.

Congratulations to Curtis Griffith on
his recent marriage to Sharon.
Curtis is in our Shipping Department
in our Dallas office.

Anniversaries...

Congratulations to long-time Johnson Plastics rep
Tom Franklin, who was honored by ARA in Las
Vegas with two gold Obelisk awards.

The first was the “Hall of Fame” award, in recog-
nition of Tom’s many contributions to the industry;
the second was awarded to Tom as a member of
the original American Awards and
Manufacturing Association (AAMA) which ulti-
mately became the Awards and Recognition
Association (ARA).

Tom represents Johnson Plastics throughout the
southeastern United States from his home base,
Tom Franklin and Company, in Oldsmar, Florida.

Uganda visitors, Smita and Harish Bhuptani stopped by the
JP booth to visit with the Johnsons.

JP Greets Customers From Around the World at ARA

Danielle Marie was born on
Christmas Eve to Doug and Dana
Schauf. weighing in at 6 lb. 7 oz..
Doug is a Sublimation Specialist
based in Portland, Maine.

It’s A Girl!

Two Johnson Plastics employees are retiring.

Sharon Twernbold is retiring after 10 years at the front
desk in Minneapolis. The friendly voice that routes all
your calls to branches and the bright smile that
welcomes quests, Sharon also handles our word pro-
cessing, takes care of the mail, helps with folding,
stuffing, collating, and anything else we ask of her.

Sarah Garcia is retiring after
helping the Dallas office run
smoothly for 15 years. Many of
you know her as the phone voice in Dallas before the
installation of our new phone system.

Our very best wishes to both of you. You will be missed.

New EconoSub
Sublimation

Aluminum Produces
Brilliant Images

Johnson Plastics now carries
EconoSub, a new aluminum
for sublimation. An economi-
cal option for projects where
price may be an issue,
EconoSub has a very hard
coat and, when sublimated,
produces brilliant images.

When sublimating EconoSub
use 400 degrees for the tem-
perature and the "white
metal" setting in the Power
Driver. Place the metal
between two sheets of paper
towel and, using medium
pressure, press for 45 - 50 sec-
onds. See our web site under
Tech Tips for step-by-step
information.

The product comes with a
gloss white surface; sheet size
is 12” x 24” and .020” thick.
Finished samples are avail-
able from Customer Service or
order a few sheets and try it
for yourself. (See the back
page of this newsletter for spe-
cial spring pricing.) Call
Customer Service for full case
pricing.

Tom Franklin Honored in Las Vegas

Sharon Twernbold

Sarah Garcia
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Johnson Plastics Locations:
Minneapolis, MN: 1/800/869-7800
Chicago Area: 1/800/869/7840
Concord, CA: 1/800/869-7820
Dallas, TX: 1/800/869-7830
Columbus, OH: 1/800/869-7800
Atlanta, GA: 1/800/869-7870
Phoenix, AZ: 1/800/869-7887
Winston-Salem, NC: 1/800/334-0427

Toll-Free FAX: 1/800/869-7853
www.johnsonplastics.com
service@johnsonplastics.com
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Minneapolis, MN

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Your Blue Chip Distributorship
9240 Grand Avenue South, Minneapolis MN 55420-3604

Division of Signcaster Corporation

SpringSpecial! EconoSubSublimationAluminum

SpecialpricingendsMay30,2008.

PartNo.XP4312•Color:GlossWhite
Sheet:12”x24”x.020”

SPECIALPRICE:
10-99sheets:$3.29/sheet•100+sheets:$3.10/sheet

GREAT
COLOR!

GREAT
PRICE!

STOCK
UP

NOW!
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New Fabrication Friendly SafeTmark Line

Rowmark's new SafeTmark line, a fabrication-friendly
alternative to traditional phenolic materials, was also
introduced in Las Vegas. Ideal for industrial tags, equip-
ment identification, electrical tags and control panels,

SafeTmark is fire retardant and non-flammable. It is also
electrically non-conductive, insulative, PVC and
formaldehyde- and phenol-free.

SafeTmark will be available in two- and three-ply, 1/16”
and 1/8” thick. Initial colors will be Red, Yellow, Green,
Blue, White and Black. We will keep you informed about
this new line as we hear more from Rowmark.

All of these new products are part of Rowmark's contin-
ued effort to remain the world leader in rotary and laser
engraving materials.

Las Vegas is always the place for product news and this
year Rowmark had plenty to share.

New 2008 Color Chart Now Available
We were pleased to give out many of Rowmark's new
2008 Color Charts from our booth at ARA. If you didn't

receive yours, please ask Customer Service to send one
out to you the next time you call.

New Frosted Acrylic Line
A new frosted acrylic line also generated plenty of inter-
est at Rowmark's booths. A two-sided frosted substrate,
the new line is UV stable and outdoor weatherable. It is
also ADA compliant, laser and rotary engravable and
half the weight of glass. The new frosted acrylic line
comes 1/8” and 1/4" thick and should be available by
mid-Spring.

New Contemporary Woods for LaserMax Line

Rowmark introduced a contemporary group of woods to
the LaserMax line at ARA. The new, highly durable prod-
ucts will come in nine color combinations based on

Rowmark Makes Four Major
Announcements at ARA

International Awards Market

EXTRA!
PRODUCT “NEWS” FROM LAS VEGAS

Cashew, Toffee, Cinnamon Stick and Kona, the most pop-
ular wood finishes currently being used in architectural
and interior design applications. The new contemporary
woods should be available by the end of April.

and Tom Johnson with Brian Martin, immediate
past president of the Recognition Roundtable,

from Winner's Choice of Fairmont, W.V.

Johnson Plastics Named Recognition
Roundtable's “Supplier of the Year”

Johnson Plastics was pleased to accept the Recognition Roundtable's
“Supplier of the Year” award at the Sixth Annual Recognition Roundtable
Breakfast in Las Vegas during the 2008 Awards and Recognition Industry Show.

The award honors the Recognition Roundtable supplier who provides
outstanding service in terms of overall performance, customer service,
communication, product quality, delivery, price and problem resolution,
according to Pat Holley, Recognition Roundtable president.

“Tom Johnson is involved in so many ways, Holley said. “He and Margaret
Johnson go out of their way to help the whole industry.”

Thanks to everyone at Johnson Plastics who helped to make this happen.
This award belongs to all of you!
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